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1.-19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A gaming machine comprising: 

a variable display device for variably displaying symbols associated with an 
award; 

a front display device disposed in front of the variable display device, the front 
display device including: 

a displav window for displaving the svmbols of the variable display device: 

a transparent liquid crystal display panel for displaying an image for effect 
while transparently displaying the symbols of the variable display device; 

a light guiding plate disposed between the transparent liquid crystal display 
panel and the variable display device, the light guiding plate for guiding light from a 
lateral of the light guiding plate to a rear side of the transparent displav panel, the 
light having been emitted from a light source : 

a rear holder for holding the transparent liquid crystal displav panel and the 
light guiding plate: and 

an illumination part disposed at a rear side of the rear holder, wherein: 

the light guiding plate and the rear holder are provided with openings, 
respectively, at a position corresponding to the display window of the front display 
device, the openings for transparently displaying the symbols of the variable displav 
device, within the display window of the front display device: 

wh e r e in th e li ght gu i d i ng p l at e i s mad e up of a l ight transpar e nt pan el , th e l ight 
guid i ng p l ato forming an op e n i ng i n an area i n wh i ch th e symbols on th e var i ab le 
diop l ay d e v i c e ar e d i spl a y e d through th e transpar e nt li qu i d crysta l d i splay pan el so 
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as to decreas e obstac le s b e tween th e transparent li qu i d crystal disp l ay pane l and 
th e variab l e d i sp l ay d e v i ce in order to ensure visib i l i ty of the symbo l s var i ably 
d i splay e d on th e var i ab le d i splay d e vic e ; and 

a lens cut for gu i d i ng th e l ight e m i tted from a li ght sourc e which is prov i ded 
l at e ral of the li ght gu i ding p l ate to a r e ar o i do of th e transpar e nt d i sp l ay pan e l i s 
form e d at a portion oth e r than th e op e n i ng of th e li ght guide. 

the illumination part illuminates the display window of the front display device 
through the openings of the light guiding plate and the rear holder and illuminates 
the symbols variably displayed on the variable display device: 

the front display device displays the image for effect on a portion other than 
the display window, with the light guided by the light guiding plate, the image being 
displayed on the transparent liouid crystal display panel: and 

the front display device displays the image for effect and variably displays the 
symbols within the display window by illumination of the illumination part, the image 
for effect being displayed on the transparent liguid crystal display pane, the symbols 
being displayed on the variable display device . 

21. (Currently Amended) The gaming machine according to claim 20, further 
comprising: 

a diffusion sheet disposed between the transparent liquid crystal display panel 
and the light guiding plate, the diffusion sheet for equalizing the light to be emitted to 
the transparent liquid crystal display panel by diffusing the light guided by the light 
guiding plate, the diffusion sheet provided with an opening for displaying the symbols 
of the variable display device within the display window of the front display device, at 
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a position corresponding to the opening of the light guiding plate and the opening of 
the rear holder . 

22. (Currently Amended) The gaming machine according to claim 20, wherein: 

the illumination part includes a first light source for illuminating the symbols 
from a rear side, the first light source being disposed at the variable display device 
and a second light source for illuminating the symbols from a front side, the second 
light source being disposed at a periphery portion of a rear surface side of the 
opening of the rear holder: and 

the first light source and the second light source illuminate the display window 
of the front display device through the openings of the light guiding plate and the rear 
holder. 

d i spos e d betw ee n a r e ar fac e of th e l i ght guid i ng p la t e and th e variab le 
d i splay d e vic e , th e i llum i nat i on part for il l um i nat i ng th e symbo l s variab l y d i splayed on 
tho var i ab l o d i sp l ay d e vic e so as to improv e th e v i sib ili ty of the symbo l s d i sp l ay e d on 
tho transparent l i quid crysta l d i sp l ay panol through th e op e ning of th e l i ght gu i ding 
plato, the symbols hav i ng b e en var i ab l y d i sp l ay e d on th e var i ab le display d e v i c e . 

23. (Currently Amended) The gaming machine according to claim 20, wherein: 

the rear holder has a function of reflecting on the transparent liguid crystal 
display panel the light emitted from the light source to the lateral of the light guiding 
plate. 

a r e fl e ction part dispos e d b e tw ee n th e r e ar f a c e of th e li ght guiding plat e and 
tho variab l o d i splay dev i c e , th e refl e ct i on part for r e flect i ng th e l ight on th e 
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transparent li qu i d crystal disp l ay pan el , th e l i ght hav i ng b ee n e m i tt e d from th e li ght 
sourc e to th e li ght gu i ding p l at e , 

th e r e f le ction part provid e d w i th an op e n i ng at a pos i t i on oppos e d to th e 
op e n i ng of th e li ght gu i ding p l at e . 
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